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Money Used in the Japanese-American Internment Camps of World War II—Part II 


By Katherine Ameku, Momo McCloskey Feller, Ray Feller, and Steve Feller 
(Part Lin July/August Issue) 


Reparations After the War 

After decades of effort, those interned in these camps finally received financial compensation from the United 
States. President Reagan signed the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 into law, which paid each living resident, spouse, or 
parent $20,000, accompanied by a letter of apology from the president. A sample check is signed below, See Figure 
21. Japanese people deported from Latin America to the United States and interned in places like Crystal City, Texas 
received $5,000 and a presidential letter of apology. Over the course of the redress program, more than 82,219 people 
received more than $1.6 billion (US National Archives). 

Among the estimated 82,219 individuals paid, 189 were Japanese Latin American claimants eligible for the full 
$20,000 in redress compensation under the Act because they had the required permanent residency status or U.S. 
citizenship during the war period. In addition, $5,000 was paid to 145 Japanese Latin Americans who were deported 
from their homes in Latin America during WWII and held in internment camps in the U.S (US National Archives). 

The government rules included: 

In order to have been eligible for restitution, an applicant had to have been: 
1. alive on August 10, 1988 
. a United States (U.S.) citizen or permanent resident alien during the internment period December 7, 1941 to 
June 30, 1946 

3. a person of Japanese ancestry, or the spouse or parent of a person of. Japanese ancestry 

4. evacuated, relocated, interned, or otherwise deprived of liberty or property as aresult of Federal government 

action during the internment period and based solely on their Japanese ancestry (US National Archives) 
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Figure 21: Compensatory $20000 payment to Ms. Dorothy Nakamura for being interned in WWIL. (Image from Densho) 


Visiting Jerome and Rohwer in Arkansas 

There is an incredible wealth of information about the camps through online portals like Densho Digital 
Repository or the Library of Congress’ Digital Collection. However, we have also learned from previous experience 
that going to the actual sites provides information that is not possible to glean from a distance. With that in mind, and 
funding from the Newman Numismatic Portal, the authors traveled to McGehee, Arkansas in October. This is where 
The World War II Japanese American Internment Museum is located. It is also near two relocation campsites: Rohwer 
and Jerome. We visited all three places and found new numismatic information, as well as additional insights. 
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We began our visit at the phenomenal Taylor’s Steakhouse in Dumas, AK, a town of 4,700 people. We were 
welcomed by the waitress, who noticed that we were not familiar faces (or accents), When we told her we were there 
to learn more about the Japanese internment camps, she was very familiar with the history. In fact, nearly everyone 
we spoke to was fully aware that there had been Japanese internment camps--and considered them a regrettable part 
of the country’s past. She actually connected us directly to the mayor of McGehee--Mr. Jeff Owyoung— through his 
personal phone number(!) She also served us a delectable dinner. 

We stayed at the Furr House, a beautiful bed and breakfast in historic Arkansas City. Our host, Rick Hales, 
introduced us to Robert S. Moore, Jr, former Speaker of the House of Representatives in Arkansas, and an impressive 
resource on the history of the area. He took us on a tour of Arkansas City, including a surprise visit to a church that 
had used a Jerome barracks building as an addition (see Figure 22). 


Figure 22: Japanese-American camp barracks used as an addition to a 
now-closed church in Arkansas City, AR. 


Barracks at the Japanese-American internment camps 
typically held several families, only provided with cots and a 
small stove. It is difficult to imagine so many families packed 
in such a small space with limited privacy.We did not 
anticipate being able to step into a barracks building from the 
camp--in fact, we had read that none of the barracks remained. 
This is one concrete example of the kind of learning that can 
only happen with a visit. Per Robert, after the camps were shut 
down, the materials were gathered up and used by many 
people in the area--he said his own house had windows from the barracks. 

Our first morning in town, we visited the World War II Japanese American Internment Museum. It is a small 
museum, located in the old train depot. We were welcomed with a short documentary and then invited to explore the 
exhibits, as well as a plethora of scrapbooks, newspapers, and yearbooks that were left out for people to look through. 
Momo, our youngest researcher at age 6, took notes and helped with photographing the artifacts. We saw many 
numismatic-related items: ration books, photographs of one of the canteens, employment paperwork, documents from 
the Co-op, tickets to events, and even a Co-op receipt we had never seen before (See Figures 24-26). We also observed 
tokens from Wilson Plantations (see Figure 28), a local farm that attempted to entice internees to stay and work in 
Arkansas after the war. We learned that, despite a peak population of over 16,000 internees, only one family chose 
to remain in Arkansas long-term (World War II Japanese American Internment Museum). 


Figure 23: Jerome-Rohwer Interpretive Museum and Visitor Center at the World 
War II Japanese American Internment Museum in McGehee, AR. This is located 
on the site of the passenger train terminal in McGehee. Co-authors Katie Ameku, 
Momo McCloskey Feller, and Ray Feller are shown. 
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PURCHASE RECEIPT 


Figure 24: Purchase receipts good for profit sharing in the co-op at the Jerome Camp (World War II Japanese American Internment 
Museum, McGehee, AR). 


Ration Cards: 
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Figure 26: Badges for use at Camp Rohwer (World War II Japanese American Internment Museum, McGehee, AR). 
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Figure 25: 
Ration card 
from the Jerome 
Relocation 
Camp (World 
War Il Japanese 
American 
Internment 
Museum, 
McGehee, AR). 
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We also visited the campsites of both 
Rohwer and Jerome. Although very little 
remains--two brick chimneys from the camp 
hospitals, a cemetery, and some monuments--we 
were able to get a sense of the scale of the camps. 
Rohwer also has an audio tour that one can listen 
to while reading the signage by the National Park 
Service, narrated by Geroge Takai who was 
interned at the site. Currently vast farm fields, we 
attempted to imagine what they would have been 
like with families, schools, shops, and 
auditoriums. 
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Figure 27: Raffle ticket for 
Jerome (World War II Japanese 
American Internment Museum, 
McGehee, AR) 


Figure 29: The Rohwer Campsite in Arkansas 
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Figure 30: War memorial at the Rohrer Bigartia®: dipesbipiing . aig Jerome 
: é! Relocation Camp Site. 
Relocation Campsite. 


After Jerome closed as a war relocation camp, it served as a prisoner-of-war camp for Germans. As such, it 
issued scrip for work done by Prisoners of War. Shown here is a coupon booklet cover along with examples of the 
scrip. These coupon books were known to have been redeemable after the war. 


These notes were printed in Fort Smith, Arkansas by Weldon, Williams, and Lick printing company. The imprint 
of the firm is on the bottom of the coupon cover. 
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Figure 33: The printers of the scrip were Weldon, Williams, and Lick 
of Fort Smith, AR. 


igure 32: Cover to a book of scrip coupons used at the Jerome 
POW Camp 
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Figure 34: Set of scrip for the Jerome 
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Figure 35: The Printing Plant for Weldon, Williams, and Lick in Fort Smith, Arkansas . 


The internment of Japanese Americans, including American citizens, is a difficult part of our country’s history. 
Our hope is that, by telling the numismatic story of these camps, we will be able to help people to understand an 
aspect of these lives that were lived behind barbed wire. 

We thank the Newman Numismatic Portal of Washington University, St Louis for their support. Our research 
will continue in the summer of 2024 when we visit more camp sites and museums in California. 
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Figure 35: Katherine (Katie) atke teaches Ramona (Momo) McCloskey Feller 


By Momo: It was very hot and there isn’t much right now but there used to be a whole camp there. There was so 
much space there and all we saw was a big space with sand. The space was so big. I had fun and there was a lot of 
research in it at the same time. 
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